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SHAPED BANDING

3

for Roman Shades and Other Soft Décor

Working Out the Shape

Banding Fabric

Step 1: The first step in this process is to draft the exact shape

Step 5: Place the fusible interfacing banding shapes onto the

of the banding. Bead weight chain is perfect for this because it

back of the banding fabric. See photo 3.

is flexible and has enough weight to hold a shape. Lay the bead
weight chain out on pattern paper. Stick pins along the chain to
hold it in place. Mark 1-inch parallel lines on the paper to keep
the shape straight. You may also use pattern paper with a grid.
See photo 1.

Step 6: Steam the fusible interfacing until it adheres to the
fabric.
Step 7: Mark seam allowances (1/2 inch or 5/8 inch) on both
sides of the fusible interfacing.

Step 2: Mark along the chain with a pencil. Determine the width
of the band and mark a second line following the first line.

Step 8: Carefully cut out each piece along seam lines.
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haped bandings are a beautiful custom detail for roman shades, valances, draperies
or pillow flanges. This method will result in a shaped facing on the back as well as the
front.

For this example, we will apply a shaped banding to the bottom of a faux roman shade. You will

The Banding Pattern

Joining the Banding Pieces

need a few simple sewing supplies: pattern paper, bead weight chain, pencil, pins, straightedge

Step 3: Cut out the banding shape marked on the pattern paper.

Step 9: Place the front and back shapes right sides together.

ruler, steam iron, Jumbo Wonder Clips and lightweight iron-on fusible interfacing. Döfix products

Step 4: Pin the pattern to the fusible interfacing and cut out one

Step 10: Pin along the bottom of the fusible interfacing,

for the back and one for the front. Do not add seam allowances.

matching shapes exactly. See photo 4.

may also be used.

The fusible interfacing will act not only as a stiffener but also as a
sewing guide. See photo 2.
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Stitching the Banding Pieces

Place Pattern on Roman Shade

Step 11: When you have pinned all along the banding shapes,

Now that our shaped banding is prepared (see photo 7), we can

Applying the Banding

you are ready to move to the sewing machine.

move to the faux roman shade.

Step 12: Stitch along the bottom of the fusible interfacing as

Step 15: Fabricate your roman shade, making sure you have a
little extra fabric at the bottom. The amount of fabric needed

close as possible. See photo 5.

Step 20: Open the banding.
Step 21: Carefully match the banding shapes to the shadeshaped bottom. Place the shaped banding so that the shade raw
edge will be encased by the shaped banding both front and back.

at the bottom will depend on the shaped banding. Leave the
bottom of the shade unfinished. Side hems will be completed.
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See photo 8.

Step 16: Use the same pattern for the bottom of the shade.

Secure the Banding

Determine where you want the shaped banding to be at the

Step 22: Fold the front of the banding over the front of the shade

bottom.

bottom, making sure that the front and back banding align.

Step 17: Pin the pattern onto the fabric.

Step 23: Use Jumbo Wonder Clips to hold the banding in place.
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See photo 9.
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Seam Allowances
Step 13: Using a steam iron, press seam allowances to the inside
of the fusible interfacing on both sides following the shape. Clip

Step 14: After pressing the seam allowances, turn the banding

Cut Out the Shape on the Roman
Shade

right side out. The banding front and back will be the same.

Step 18: Carefully cut the shape, keeping all layers together.

curves where necessary. See photo 6.

Step 19: Hand-baste all layers together to prevent them from
slipping. See photo 8.
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Finishing the Shaped Banding
Step 24: Now you are ready to complete your shaped banding.
For an invisible application, hand-stitch both front and back
banding. If you prefer to use Döfix, apply it now. See photo 10.
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